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by the Soviet critic Ermilov. It appeared that under the pressure
of unrealizable demands a differentiation set in among the literary
circles. Simultaneously with the strengthening of the extreme left
flank, the other extreme tendency, the bourgeois, also became more
strongly pronounced. Those of the Fellow Travelers of the right,
who up to that time had cherished the hope of finding a way to
reconciliation with the authorities, now despaired of the possibility
of adapting themselves to the existing conditions, and so resumed
a more independent attitude. Ermilov supported his observation
by referring to the evident increase during the preceding two or
three years in the interest for the heroes and the psychology of
Lerniontov. "In Pilniak's latest works," the critic remarked, "we
notice the romantic idealization of a strong, adventurous person-
ality, which in an individualistic-anarchistic way is opposing itself
to the social surroundings. During recent years the emotional
dominanta of Vsevolod Ivanov's works has also been tending
towards individualism, anarchism, and primitivisni.** There was
formed alound Pilniak a literary school of young people, who
were working out identical motifs. Thus, in collaboration with
Pavlenko, Pilniak wrote a story which had Byron for its hero,
while Andrey Novikov, another young follower of Pilniak, wrote
The Origin of Fogginess, a satirical novel in which, to cite Erxni-
lov's statement, "socialist construction is pictured as a bacchanal
of bureaucratic mania for organization, and the chief part is
assigned to a petty-bourgeois intellectual with anarchistic tend-
encies.** Likewise in Olesha's (h. 1899) Enty the critics pointed
out that the individualist Kavalcrov (one of the principal char-
acters) was too generously endowed by the author with such
positive traits as tact, artistic sense, and love of beauty-
It is obvious, however, that under the conditions which pre-
vailed in Russia during Stalin's "socialist offensive" 00 opposi-
tional moods could have full and free expression. Naturally the
right sector of the Soviet literature was dealt the heaviest blow.
Vsevolod Ivanov and Babel's last works were not allowed to be
published* Pilniak had to make changes in his latest works, and
was prohibited from rcpublishing his older oocs. AL Bulgakor
and many others were reduced <to complete silence. In Moscow
there was a distinct feeling that Maiakovsky committed suicide